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1.1) Definitions

 Territory: Appropriated 

space (Lévy et Lussault, 2013)

« this land belong to me »

 Land use & land assignment

 Evolution: Change over time 

of a quality / quantity in a 

system (Brunet et al., 2012)
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Source : Cadastre & « Géoportail de l’urbanisme »

https://cadastre.gouv.fr/scpc/accueil.do
https://www.geoportail-urbanisme.gouv.fr/map/#tile=1&lon=2.424722&lat=46.76305599999998&zoom=6


1.2) Definitions

Agroforest: Lignous production system,

multi-strata, dense & diversified
(Torquebiau, 2007)

Walnut

----------------------

Kiwaï

----------------------

Black currant

----------------------

Lemonbalm
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2) Research questions

 What room for agroforests in the current french 

territorial system ?

 How does it positions according to the historical 

territorial evolution, particularly the forest history ?

5/15M. Leloup, L’Être Végétal association, Silva Domestica project



3) Material & methods

 Litterature review & synthesis

 Systemic approach

 Rural & forest history litterature

 Law litterature & Codes
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https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/


4.1) Historical results
 Middle Age territory:

 Ager, Saltus, Silva

 Spatial & functionnal 

complementarity



 Silva socially open 

for various uses :

 collecting wood & 

NTFP, hunting, 

trapping, pasture
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4.2) Use conflict

 Spatial segregation

 « Mise en forêt »

 Silva forestis / Foresta

 → Hunting

 → Timber production

 1 market manipulation 

in history ? (Chalvet, 2011)

 Silva communis

 Peasant’s use of Silvae
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Sources: « Très Riches Heures du duc de Berry » (XVth) ;

« The Peasant and the Nest Robber », Pieter Bruegel (XVI )



4.3) Social response

 Forest spatial 

segregation → royal 

« ordonnances » since 

1219 (Retz forest)

 Culminating in 

Colbert’s royal law 

1669 → 1789

 Sustain timber 

production for boat 

building
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Source: « Ordonnance de Colbert » (1669) ;

« Traité des bois servant à tous usages », Caron, 1676



4.4) Continuity

 Forest Code in 1827, 

lasting without deep 

changes until the 

forest law of 2001



 Rural depopulation 

(significant from 1850 

to 1975) progressively 

shades peasant forest 

use conflict
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4.5) Today

Spatial partition in land 

planning : A, N, U, AU


 Room for some 

agroforestry practices in 

agricultural land (A)

 Agricultural practices still 

forbidden in forests (N)

 More freedom in U 

gardens
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https://www.legifrance.gouv.fr/codes/texte_lc/LEGITEXT000025244092
https://cadastre.gouv.fr/scpc/accueil.do
https://www.geoportail-urbanisme.gouv.fr/map/#tile=1&lon=2.424722&lat=46.76305599999998&zoom=6


4.6) Make it a heritage
Urban planning 

protective 

measures

 « Élément de 

paysage »

 « Espace boisé 

classé »

 « Emplacement 

réservé »
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https://www.geoportail-urbanisme.gouv.fr/map/#tile=1&lon=2.424722&lat=46.76305599999998&zoom=6


5) Conclusion
 Current territorial system continues past forest 

segregation

 Quite unadapted to agroforest nature

 Some « little solutions » (territorial optimization)

 Territory still evolves → room for territorial 

innovation

 Agroforests still have to make their room in the 

territory with their development on the field
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6) Perspective

PhD project

Cultural tools for agroforests:

concepts developement to properly think these objects

Hopefully territorializing agroforests one day

Thank you for your attention!
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